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Finding Traditional  
Wholesale Suppliers 

My three favorite ways to find sources: 
 

1. Wholesale Trade Shows 

2. Wholesale Merchandise Marts (Gift 

Marts) 

3. Contacting Manufacturers Directly 



Wholesale Trade Shows 

Wholesalecentral.com has one of the 

most complete directories online. 

 

 



Wholesale Trade Shows 



Wholesale Trade Shows 



Wholesale Trade Shows 
 

O Gaining Admission 

– Business card 

– Copy of Resale Certificate (Sales Tax Number) 

– Check or purchase order in the name of your 

company 

 



Merchandise Marts 
Merchandise Marts are essentially showrooms 

where you can see and buy wholesale goods. You 

may also see them called Gift Marts, Design 

Centers or sometimes just Market Centers. 

 



Merchandise Marts 



Merchandise Marts 
 

O Gaining Admission (Same as trade shows) 

– Business card 

– Copy of Resale Certificate (Sales Tax Number) 

– Check or purchase order in the name of your 

company 

 



Contacting Manufacturers 
Directly 

This is one of the absolute best ways to find 

the wholesale source for any product. 
 

I use a 3 Step System that anyone can do: 
 

1. Look on the package or do a Goggle search to find a 

manufacturer’s website. 
 

2. Use the Contact Us Form to send an email. 

 

 



Contacting Manufacturers 
Directly 

3. Here is my email – it works about 80% of the time: 

Dear ___________, 

We are a small retailer located near Seattle. I saw your products 

at ___________ and we would love to carry them. Do you have a 

rep or distributor in the Seattle area or can we purchase directly? 

 

Skip McGrath 

Summerdale House 

1004 Commercial Ave 

Mt. Vernon, WA 

WA State Resale # A06 123456 



My Website 

 

www.skipmcgrath.com 
 

Free twice-monthly newsletter for 

eBay and Amazon sellers 



Books by Skip McGrath 
 

O The Complete eBay Marketing System 

O eBay to Amazon 

O How to Sell Used Books on eBay, Amazon 

and the Internet 

O How To Make Money Blogging From Home 

O Making Money with The Amazon Affiliate 

Program 

 



Thank You! 

Questions ??? 


